
For Global  Youth Service Day this year, YSA invites youth act ivists, 
leaders, problem solvers, schools, NGOs, and similar organizat ions, to 
explore a great  new tool , the Youth Act ion Mapper.   

The SDG Youth Act ion Mapper  (YAM) uses a free, state-of-the-art mobile GIS 
platform that allows youth (or Mappers) to use their phones and map youth 
action opportunities in their community. 

Download the free app at www.sdgyouthactionmapper.org.

While Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) takes place in April, the work to 
achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or Global Goals 
continues after GYSD. YSA suggests GYSD participants consider util izing the 
mapper before, during, and after Global Youth Service Day. 

Three Ways to Ut i l ize YAM

1. If  your project will continue after GYSD, 
provide a description of how your GYSD project 
will continue after GYSD, and your contact 
information so community members can reach 
you for more information on the GYSD project 

registration form (http:/ /www.gysd.org/post) 

2.  During GYSD consider organizing a mapping 
activity to identify projects in your community 
you or your organization would like to organize 
after GYSD. 

Go to www.sdgyyouthactionmapper.org to  
download the app to your phone and  map out 
opportunities.

3. After GYSD, you can map your organization's 
youth service projects and opportunities on the 
Youth Action Mapper. YAM is a great way to 
leverage and bring visibil ity to your 
organization and the Global Goals. 
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The United Nations and over 200 world leaders approved 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) on 
September 25, 2015. The mission of the SDGs, or Global 
Goals, is to transform our world by 2030. Global Youth 
Service Day (GYSD), April 15 - 17, 2016, is an opportunity 
for youth to map and identify Global Goal opportunities in 
their community they are passionate about for year-round 
engagement. By mapping community needs, young people 
will learn more about the goals, while gaining important 
skil ls including teamwork and using GIS mapping 
technology. 

As a Mapper, youth will be part of a global network of youth, adult all ies, and 
organizations locating opportunities for youth action after GYSD. Along with the 
location, Mappers will provide the organization, contact information, and 
description of the volunteer opportunity. Through the YAM, community 
members and leaders will have access to easily retrievable and sustainable data 
opportunities for youth to take action. Points of contact at each site will also 
periodically report progress, number of youth engaged, and number of hours 
served. This information will contribute to a better understanding of how youth 
contribute to the Global Goals and their country's development. To ensure the 
sustainability of the Global Goals, it is vital youth are engaged NOW. A young 
person who is 15 years old now will be 30 by 2030.    
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Tips to Organize a Mapping Act ivity on GYSD

1. Before GYSD, create an organizing commit tee and make an act ion plan. 

Select youth leaders from your community or organization to serve on the the committee. These 
leaders will help recruit other youth to participate, plan the mapping event, and assist with training 
other youth Mappers. Also create a timeline to schedule  training of youth and the GYSD mapping 
activity. Allow time to recruit and train youth volunteers and gather needed supplies, such as mobile 
devices. A plan also should be made for action beyond the mapping activity, such as continuing to 
communicate with points of contact at mapped organizations.

2. Plan your GYSD mapping project . 

Here is a list of important items to consider when 
planning your mobilization event: 

- How many Mappers will you have on GYSD and 
how many phones/ tablets will they have? 

- What sections of the city will you map and who will 
cover which areas? 

- How you will train YAM points of contacts and what 
handouts can you leave for post GYSD followup 
reporting steps and directions? 



5. Promote your project  and the SDG YAM opportunit ies you mapped on GYSD. 

Once your map is online you can share it through social media to inspire youth action on the Global 
Goals. You can also contact local radio stations, TV stations and newspapers to promote the map and the 
mobilization event. In addition, you can ask other NGOs to share a link to your map on their website. We 
also encourage creative ways of extending the reach of the init iative to those who are not active online.

 

6. Fol low up with YAM points of  contact .

The points of contact (POCs) at the sites you mapped will report on the number of youth that have taken 
action on the Global Goals and the number of hours they have completed. This information will be 
reported using the Youth Action Mapper mobile app every month. Youth volunteers can visit sites that 
are not reporting to remind them of the process and encourage them to share their data to help track 
progress toward the Global Goals. 

3. Map your Global  Goal  
Opportunity on GYSD!

4. Check out  your new map of  Global  Goal   
opportunit ies. 

Your map will be made available online here: 

http:/ /bit.ly/1qpQbwZ 

When planning any youth-led service project, be sure to check 
out YSA's Youth Changing the World Toolkit which takes you step 
by step through the process of organizing youth-led community 
service projects. Topics include util izing partners, recruiting 
youth, developing a communications plan, including 
demonstration and recognition activit ies, and engaging 
community VIPs and elected and public off icials. Go to 

http:/ /www.ysa.org/ yctwtoolkit , create a prof ile, and download 
this and other free resources. 

http://www.ysa.org/yctwtoolkit


How To Use the Youth Act ion Mapper

Step 1  Download the Youth Action 
Mapper (YAM) app to your smart phone at 
www.sdgyouthactionmapper.org. 

Step 2 Sign into your YAM account with 
the email address and password you used 
when creating your YAM account. 

Step 3 At your prof ile screen you will f ind 
your name, basic information, and the 
number of records (opportunities) you 
have created. 

Step 4 Tap button to create a new Global 
Goal opportunity.

Step 5 Enter your project information: 
organization/group name, address, city, 
SDG goal, and answer if  the mapper is a 
member of a youth-led organization. 
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Step 6  Choose which Global Goal(s) 
your opportunity will engage. 

Step 7 Based on the Global Goal(s) 
you choose for your opportunity, 
answer the specif ic questions based 
on the SDG indicators. 

Step 8 Map the location of your 
opportunity. 

Step 9 Enter a description of the 
project, contact information, website, 
and contact person. 

Step 10 Upload and/or take pictures 
of your opportunity.  

Step 11 Choose the appropriate age 
levels for youth volunteers. 

Step 12 Select if  this is a One Time 
OR Ongoing opportunity. 

Step 13 Save your opportunity!
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